
 
{ƻ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ōƻȄ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƻǊŦǳƭ Bandai ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƴŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ 
to building a model replica of a Mobile Suit. Now what? 
 
Well, for starters, you have to get the pieces off the plastic runners called sprues. Like many steps in model building you 
ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ƴƻ ǘǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƛŜŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƻƴ ŀ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ǎǇǊǳŜ ōǳǘ ǿŀǎ 
cast out of metal in some (really tiny) factory somewhere. 
 
¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǇǊǳŜ ŎǳǘǘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊΣ ǘƘƛƴƴŜǊ ǿƛǊŜ ŎǳǘǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ Ŧƭŀǘ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ 
side and beveled on the other so you can get the flat part right up next to the piece and make a clean cut.  

 

 
IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ ¢ŀƳƛȅŀ ŎƭƛǇǇŜǊǎ on the left that are pretty typical of the various brands of sprue cutters. MicroMark sells 

the cam-style cutters on the right. 
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¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦŦ ōȅ ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǳǇ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŜŎe. The first cut should be a bit away from the piece 
because it takes some force to cut through those relatively thick connections between the piece and the sprue and that 
will tend to warp or tear the plastic. So cut away from the piece and warp the nub tƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŏǳǘ ƻŦŦΦ 
 

 
Make your first cut far from the piece. 

 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƴǳōΚ ! ƴǳō ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōƛǘ ƛŦ ǎǇǊǳŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎǘǳŎƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƛŜŎŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳ Ŏǳǘ ƛǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊǳŜΦ LŦ ŀ ƧǳŘƎŜ ŀǘ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŎƻƴǘŜst 
can see the nub or any evidence of its existence (like the gouge where you hacked it off with an X-Acto knife), you lose. 
 

 
When I first cut a piece off of the sprues, I take a good-sized piece of the sprue with it. 

 



 
I then cut closer to the piece, leaving little to sand off. This is maybe a little too close for a second cut. 

 
Your second (and maybe third and fourth, depending on the angles) snip with your sprue cutter are going to be used 
with that flat side close to the piece to get it down to almost nothing. Form there you will sand it down to nothingness. 
 

 
After a 2-о Ŏǳǘǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ōƛǘ ƭŜŦǘΦ 

 



 
!ƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƭŜŦǘΦ 

 
How close you get with the sprue cutters vs. how much you leave and then sand off is personal preference. I usually get 
right up close because that means less sanding but it also means more chances of warping or gouging your piece. I 
prefer to fix a few dings in my pieces with putty later and spend less time sanding big nubs now. 
 

 



²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ ƴǳōǎ ƻŦŦ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ·-!Ŏǘƻ ƪƴƛŦŜΧ LΩƭƭ ǳǎŜ ŀƴ ·-Acto knife to carfully shave some of the nub 
ƻŦŦ ōǳǘ LΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜr try to take the whole nub off. The last part always gets sanded off. 

 

 
IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŘƛǾƻǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ L Ǝƻǘ ǘƻƻ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊǳŜ ŎǳǘǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ȅŀƴƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛth the 

ƴǳōΦ !ǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōƛƎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ Ǉǳǘǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ƛǘ ŜŀǎƛƭȅΦ 
 

 
¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƭŀǎƘ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƭŘ ǎŜŀƳǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƘŀƭǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƭŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŜǘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƭŀǎƘ 

(and the nub, which is the lighter mark) has been removed from the right side of this piece. 
 
 
And now the sanding begins. ! άǊŜŀƭέ ƳƻŘŜƭ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊ ŘƻŜǎ ŀ [h¢ ƻŦ ǎŀƴŘƛƴƎΦ My main tool here is 320 grit sandpaper 
wrapped around and super glued to a popsicle stick (or you can buy sanding sticks in assorted shaped and sizes). I also 
like to use 320 and 600 grit sanding pads from Norton. They may be hard to find but if all else fails try Amazon. 
 



 
My homemade sanding sticks and everything you need to make them. 

 
{ŀƴŘǇŀǇŜǊΩǎ ǊƻǳƎƘƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ Grit. .ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ōŀŎƪǿŀǊŘǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ the smoothness 
of the ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŘǇŀǇŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΦ IƛƎƘ ƎǊƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǎƳƻƻǘƘŜǊ pieces after sanding. 
1000 and 2000 grit sandpaper literally polish the plastic to a shine. But high-grit sandpaper can take forever to actually 
remove a significant amount of plastic, so we start with low-grit and work our way up. 
 
My SOP is to hit the nub with the 320 grit sanding stick or 150 grit sanding pad if the piece has some difficult contours 
(think Zeon suits). For the same grit, the sanding pads seem to be finer. Either that or the soft pads grind the plastic less 
forcefully than sandpaper on a hard wooden stick. Remember with the stick that you want to keep the plane of the stick 
ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŜŎŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŀƴŘ ŀ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǇƛŜŎŜ Ŧƭŀǘ ƻǊ ǎŀƴŘ ŀ ǾŀƭƭŜȅ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ Ŧƭŀǘ ǇƛŜŎŜΦ 
 

 
Sanding pads like this are great for curved surfaces and smoothing out sanding prior to painting. 



 
I cut them into small pieces to use on my models. Sometimes I cut them in tiny slivers to reach small spaces. 

 
!ŦǘŜǊ LΩǾŜ ǳǎŜŘ онл ƎǊƛǘ ǎŀƴŘǇŀǇŜǊ ǘƻ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴǳōΣ L ōǳŦŦ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 320 and then 600 grit sanding pad. 
It gets the size of the scratches in the plastic caused by the sandpaper small enough that flat paint hides them.  
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ Ŧƭŀǘ ǇŀƛƴǘΚ Lǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōǳƳǇȅ ǇŀƛƴǘΚ Cƭŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ Ǝƭƻǎǎȅ ǎƘŜŜƴ ǎƻ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƭƛƎƘǘΦ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ 
vehicles usually have flat paint. Cars usually have gloss paint. Can you guess what semi-gloss is??? 
 

The red paint is gloss (you can see it to the leŦǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴǘǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ άwŜŘ aŀŘŘŜǊέύΣ ǘƘŜ ōƭǳŜǎ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƎƭƻǎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƛǎ 
semi-gloss. 

 
Gloss paint makes any tiny imperfections in the surface of your model reflective and highlights them. If you are going to 
have a gloss finish on your model, I suggest buffing it with at least a 1000 grit sanding pad. People also use Brillo pads 
and steel wool and special polishing rags and compounds. Car modelers will even wax their model, like a real car. LǘΩǎ ǳǇ 
to you how far you want to go with it. Google it. Look up Natural Metal Finish (an airplane technique) or look for guys 
who build cars and learn their tricks.  
 



Now ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳōǎΣ you can put some pieces together for planning 
purposes (and Otaku fun). Before you do, you want to cut down the pins that hold the pieces together. Why? Because 
Gundam kitǎ ŀǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǎƴŀǇ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƳǳŎƘ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦǊƛŎǘƛƻƴΦ  
 
.ǳǘ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƴŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ. Later when you want to take the arm or leg 
ŀǇŀǊǘ ǘƻ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ƛǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƘŜŎƪ ƻŦ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǘŜǇǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǇƻǿŜǊ 
of those pins that hold the pieces together.  
 
You can do this by twirling your X-Acto knife tip inside the hole that the pin goes into to scrape away a bit of the inside of 
ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǿƛŘŜǊΣ ƻǊ ōȅ ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛƴ ŀǘ ŀƴ ŀƴƎƭŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ L ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ Řƻ 
the latter (because the former dulls my blŀŘŜύ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ  
 

 
I cut the pins on my Gundam kits off at an angle so that I can slip the parts apart later for gluing and painting. 

 
While the model is put together, take note of how everything moves and works. Notice where one part sits on top of or 
ŎƭƻǎŜǎ ǳǇ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ ¢Ƙƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƻƭƻǊ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻŘŜƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŀǊǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎƻƭƻǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ŀǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ DǳƴǇƭŀΩǎ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ 
ƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ōǳƛƭŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ōƻȄΦ 
 

 
One of the reasons to snap together your Gunpla before you commit to glue is to know where to put all the polycaps. 

hƻǇǎΧ 
 



 
Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ōǳǘ L Ǝƻǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƭȅŎŀǇ ƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘhese two glued-together pieces.  

 
.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭ άOut of Boxέ (often just called OOB) refers to building a model without modifying it. It can also refer to 
Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ άL ōǳƛƭǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻŘŜƭ hh.έΣ ƻǊ 
ά{ŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ hh. ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ōƭƻŎƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜΧ Ƙƻǿ ŘǳƳōΗέ 
 
.ŀƴŘŀƛ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ƪƛǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ 
that will be different colors, build them, paint them, and put them back together after painting them without screwing 
up the paint. IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ hh.Φ ¢here are some simple mods people are used to performing 
to allow for easier painting without masking and to allow you to fix seam lines before you paint any pieces. Bandai 
actually seems to be making kits with those mods in mind where just a few simple snips makes the piece so that you can 
άǇƭǳƎ ƛǘ ƛƴέ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƛŜŎŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƎƭǳŜ ƛǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ. By the way, άƳƻŘǎέ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƘƻǊǘƘŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ άƳƻŘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎέΦ 
 
hƴŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƳƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƛǎ ōȅ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴ άhέ ǘƘŀǘ Ŧƛǘǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀ Ǉƛƴ 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘǿƻ ǇƛŜŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛǇǇƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ά/έΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƭƛǇ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ / Ƨǳǎǘ ǊƛƎht, you can pop it back onto the pin 
after painting without using any glue. 
 



 
¢ƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŀȅ Ŝƭōƻǿ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƻƭƛŘ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ōǳǘ L Ŏǳǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ά/έ ǎƘŀǇŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƛǘ ǎƻ L 

could snap it onto the pin in the forearm after painting the parts separately. I even went so far as to put a magnet on the 
top of the elbow joint so I could paint the part separately. 

 

 
There was no way to mod my way out of this one. The pegs that hold the arms onto this torso are moveable and trapped 
betweŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪ ƘŀƭǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǊǎƻΦ L Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƎƭǳŜ ƛǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǎƻ L Ŏŀƴ ŦƛȄ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƭŀǘŜǊ LΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ 

to mask the different parts off and paint them. 
 
²ƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ snapping the model together you also want to take note of seams. This is where two pieces come together 
ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ǎƻƭƛŘ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άǊŜŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƎέΦ ¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƛǊǇƭŀƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƛǇ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƘƻŎƪ-full of seams 
because many of the subassemblies have a right and left half or a top and bottom that have to be glued together with a 
seam. 
 
Again, Bandai is pretty good at engineering their way around this problem. On a lot of MG and RG kits, there are virtually 
ƴƻ ǎŜŀƳǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ǘƻ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǊŜŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ ǎƭƛŘŜ ƳƻƭŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ 
allows them to mold things like gun barrels and propellant tanks as a single piece. 
 
Even on HG kits, Bandai is pretty good at hiding seams that occur in conspicuous places under another part or by 
mƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀƳ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΦ Later on LΩƭƭ 
discuss fixing the seams that do exist. 
 
The first step in combating seam lines is to use glue. The glues I use most when gluing my Gundam model kits together 
are Testors Model Master glue and Tamiya Extra Thin Cement.  



 

  
Here are the two plastic glues I use. At times I also uses CA glues (super glue), epoxy glues and white glue on my models. 
 
The Testors glue is a thicker gel-like glue with a long and thin applicator tube. I mainly use it to glue small bits onto larger 
pieces. I will also use it in combination with the Tamiya glue for gluing together traditional non-snapping models as the 
gel nature helps hold the pieces together as you go to town with the Tamiya glue. 
 

 
The tip of the Testors tube applicator lets you put just a little bit of glue on the model. 

 
The Tamiya glue is the secret weapon for fixing seam lines. For gunpla, I put the two pieces almost all the way together 
so that a hairline crack still shows between them. I then take a brush full of Tamiya Extra Thin Cement and touch it to the 
crack and capillary action sucks the glue from the brush into the crack.  
 



 
Leave a tiny crack between parts for the Tamiya extra thin cement to flow into. 

 
¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Řŀō ǘƘŜ ƎƭǳŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŀŎƪ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŎǊŀŎƪ 
coated. The glue melts a bit of plastic where it touches the model and so when you press the pieces together those 
melted eŘƎŜǎ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǿŜƭŘ ǎŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƭǳŜ ŘǊƛŜǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǎƻƭƛŘ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǎǘ ƎƭǳŜ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ȅƻǳ 
can get on your kit. 
 

 
Touch the brush to the crack and by capillary action the glue will flow into it. 

 



You want to squeeze those parts real good and preferably clamp them together. I like these little green clamps I got a 
Home Depot for less than a buck each. I have 8 of them and that seems to be plenty. As you squeeze the pieces with 
them, a gluey plastic goo oozes out. You want this. It fills the gap between the pieces and eliminates (somewhat) the 
need for putty later. 
 

 
Clamp the parts and watch the melted plastic ooze out. 

 

 
ά²ƻǿΣ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ DǳƴŘŀƳ ǘǳǘƻǊƛŀƭΧέ ¸ŜŀƘΣ L ƪƴƻǿ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇƛŎǘures I 
ƘŀǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ L Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ ŎƭŀƳǇǎ ŦǊƻƳ IƻƳŜ 5ŜǇƻǘ ŦƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ уф ŎŜƴǘǎ ŜŀŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜȅ 

ƭƻƻƪΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǘƛƴȅ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ 
 



! ŦŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƴƻǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƎƭǳŜΧ  
 
First, itΩǎ ǘƻȄƛŎ ŀƴŘ will send you on a bad trip, so use ventilation.  
 
{ŜŎƻƴŘΣ ƛǘ ƳŜƭǘǎ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ōǳǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Řƻ ǎƻ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀƛƴǘΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜƭǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŎǊŜǿ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀƛƴǘƧƻō ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ 
ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ōƻƴŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǇƛŜŎŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ ǿƻǊƭŘǎΣ ƭƛƪŜ ±ŀƴ IŀƎŀǊΦ ²ƘŜƴ gluing painted 
parts, either carefully scrape the glue off the surfaces that touch each other or use hobby-type super glue (aka 
cyanoacrylate or CA glue). There are different grades, I use medium (aka gap-filling).  
 
Third, the Tamiya glue can run all over ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ ǘƻƻ ŎǊŀȊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƛƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭȅ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ 
glue overflowed and melt a nice fingerprint into the plastic. So aim that little brush carefully. 
 

 
!ǎ ƛŦ ƭŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŘǊƻǇ ƻŦ ƎƭǳŜ Ǌǳƴ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ Ƴȅ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ōŀŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ L ǿent and stuck my finger in it, melting a 

fingerprint into the model. 
 
When the glue has fully dried and the ooze is hard solid plastic you can start to sand it down. Treat it just like the sprue 
nubs, 320 grit then 600 to smooth it out. There can be bits oŦ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ όƻǊ ƭŀǘŜǊ Ǉǳǘǘȅύ ƛƴ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎǊŜǾƛŎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ 
ƎŜǘ ǘƻΦ !ƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǎǘƛŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀŘǎ L ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǎŀƴŘǇŀǇŜǊ ŦƻƭŘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊΣ ƧŜǿŜƭŜǊǎΩ ŦƛƭŜǎΣ ƻǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ 
chisels. 
 



 
Once it dries you have solid plastic sticking out from between the pieces. Now you can sand it off. 

 
 

 
This is the grip I use on my sanding sticks.  

 



 
CƻƭŘŜŘ ǎŀƴŘǇŀǇŜǊ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƛƎƘǘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΦ LΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƻǳōƭŜ-fold it to make it thicker and stiffer. No joke. 

 

 
¢ƘŜǎŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƧŜǿŜƭŜǊΩǎ ŦƛƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƛƴȅ sanding sticks and are also great for hard to reach spaces. 

 



 
Hasegawa makes small hobby chisels ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ¢Ǌȅǘƻƻƭ ƭƛƴŜ όǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛōŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ŎƘƛǎŜƭ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ¢Ǌȅǘƻƻƭ 
box I still have that I can show you)Φ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ chisels a lot, but when I use them to shave down putty or something 

ŜƭǎŜ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƎƘǘ ǎǇƻǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŜƭƭΦ 
 

 
LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ǘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŀƴƎƭŜŘ ǘƛǇΦ 

 



 
I used them in this recessed circle where nothing else would reach. 

 
bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ƻƻȊŜ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀƳΦ hŘŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƻȊŜ 
never oozes perfectly evenly so some of that crack between the pieces probably still shows (and your crack should never 
show).  
 

 
These parts came out pretty good, but you can still see the seam line, especially on the part on the right. 

 



 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƭƛǇ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻƴŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀƳ ǎƛǘǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ 

 

 
LǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŀōƭŜ ǿƘŜƴ L ŦƭƛǇ ƛǘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ the lip makes a shadow. 

 



 
!ŦǘŜǊ ǎŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ ¢ƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǘǘȅΦ 

 
At this point there are a lot of products you can put into a crack or uneven seam to eliminate it. They include: 
 
Putties like Tamiya Basic (my favorite), Squadron Putty, Bondo Glazing and Spot Putty and other hobby putties can all be 
used for medium-sized seams up to say about 2mm.  
 

 
This is my favorite basic hobby putty. On top of having a very fine grain, it also has metallic bits in it that make it shine 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǎŀƴŘŜŘ ƛǘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ŀƛŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǎŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ŜȄŎŜǎǎ ǇǳǘǘȅΦ 
 
L ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǇǇƭȅ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘƻƻǘƘǇƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǇΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ 
spend sanding the excess away. One thing that can save time is to wipe the seam with a Q-Tip dipped in Mr. Color 
thinner after putting the putty on. It dissolves and wipes away excess putty.   



 

 
Putty over a seam. 

 

 
If you can avoid getting putty into recessed panel lines it will be easier to clean up the parts later. 

 
 



 
Toothpicks are good for applying putty and for large applications of putty I might also use the sculpting knife on the top 
of the picture. Q-Tips and special pointy hobby Q-Tips made by Mr. Hobby and Tamiya can help wipe off excess when 

dipped in thinner. 
 

 
As you apply the putty it will dry up and get hard to spread onto the part. Wipe it off on a paper towel and get some 
ƳƻǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘǳōŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ Ǉŀƛƴ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŎŀǇǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŎŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǳōŜΣ ōǳǘ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǳōŜ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ 

possible to keep the putty that will come out next from being half dried out. 
 
 



 
If you have a dispenser cap on your bottle of thinner, you can stick the Q-tip in there to get some thinner on it. I use plain 

thinner instead of leveling thinner for this. Save that awesome leveling thinner for painting! 
 

 
Crusty half-dried puttyΧ 

 
 



 
Smoothed out with a thinner-soaked Q-Tip. This will be easier to sand. 

 

 
¢ƘŜ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƛƴǘŀƪŜǎ Ŧƛǘ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǇƻƻǊƭȅ όǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ .ŀƴŘŀƛ ƪƛǘΧύΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ όŀƴŘ 
hard to sand) I made sure to wipe off excess putty with a Q-Tip dipped in Mr. Color thinner before the putty dried. DO 

NOT use Home DeǇƻǘ ƭŀŎǉǳŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƴŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎΦ LǘΩǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ a9[¢ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ǇŀǊǘǎΦ 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ¢ŀƳƛȅŀ ƭƛƎƘǘ-ŎǳǊƛƴƎ ǇǳǘǘȅΦ tǳǘ ƛǘ ƻƴΣ ǎƘƛƴŜ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǎŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ 
like the white resin fillings you get from the dentist.  
 



 
Yƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǳŦŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{! ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ L ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ WŀǇŀƴΦ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀ ōƛƎ Ŧŀƴ ƻŦ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƻƴ 

resin. 
 
aȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ /ƭŜƳ όDŀƳŜǊŀōŀŜƴǊŜύ ƭƻǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŦŦΦ L ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
model, hit it with the light, and then you go to sand it and it falls off the model in one piece. Clem told me I was doing it 
wrong. I told him he sounds like my wife.  
 
.ǳǘ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛƴ ƪƛǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƛǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎƛƴ parts and it seems to stick better to 
ǊŜǎƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƻŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǳǘǘƛŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǎƛƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ resin is softer than most plastics. If the putty is 
too hard you have to sand the heck out of it and risk messing up the plastic around it. 
 
If you have a larger gap to fill you want to get something structural in there to fill the gap like a sliver of plastic sheet 
glued in place before your start puttying (K & S and Evergreen make plastic sheets and rods you can buy at hobby 
stores). Large gaps ŀǊŜ ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŦƻǊ hh. DǳƴŘŀƳ ōǳƛƭŘǎ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƻƭŘ-school or knock-off kit. 
 
I will also use gap-filling CA glue to fill the largish gaps. Put some in place with a toothpick and hit it with Kicker 
(accelerant). The kicker not only makeǎ ƛǘ ŘǊȅ ŦŀǎǘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ƛǘ ŘǊȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƻƭƛŘ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƭŜǘ ƛǘ 
dry on its own, it will tend to evaporate and conform to the gap as it dries, leaving a glue-ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƎŀǇ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ 
you started with, but shiny. 
 



 
On the left is some generic hobby CA glue. The name brand is ZAP. On the right is generic accelerant. The name brand is 

Zip Kicker. 
 

 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ƎŀǇ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ άƪƴǳŎƪƭŜǎέ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜŦǘ ƘŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ LΩǾŜ Ŏǳǘ ƻŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƎǊƛǇ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǳƴΦ {ƻ 

to start off I fill in the gap with CA glue. 
 



 
¢ƘŜ ƪƛŎƪŜǊ ƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǇǊŀȅŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƪƛǘ ǳǎŜ όǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǳŦŦ ƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 

big RC airplanes). Instead unscrew the cap and use the uptake tube as an applicator. 

 
Like soΧ 



 
It may take a few rounds to build up enough CA glue in a big gap, but eventually you get to this point. 

 
And from there you sand it to fit the parts around it. 

 



Gaps can also be filled by pieces of stretched sprue laid over the gap and glued/melted into place. 
 
To make stretched sprue you have to heat a piece over a candle then when it sags and is about to melt, you pull them 
apart with a steady motion. The faster you pull, the thinner the string of plastic you get. Stretched sprue has many uses. 
Lǘ Ŏŀƴ Ŧƛƭƭ ƎŀǇǎΣ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀǘŜ ǿŜƭŘ ǎŜŀƳǎΣ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴǘŜƴƴŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǊƛƴƎΦ !ƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ŎŀƴŘƭŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŦǊŜŜΗ 
 
IŀƛǊƭƛƴŜ ŎǊŀŎƪǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƛȄŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ aǊΦ {ǳǊŦŀŎŜǊ рллΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘΦ LǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ Ǉǳǘǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘƛƴƴŜŘ Řƻǿƴ 
enough that you can paint it on with a small brush. It gets rid of small cracks, marks from over-aggressive sanding, glue 
fingerprints, and sink marks (places where the still-warm plastic sagged as the part was removed from the molds when it 
was manufactured).  
 

 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǘǳŦŦΣ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜΧ 

 



 
What looks like gray paint is actually Mr. Surfacer 500. I may also paint it on some surface flaw (like the mold seam cover 
ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǎǘ ōƭƻō ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜύΦ !ǎ L ǎŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƭŀǿ ŘƻǿƴΣ ǘƘŜ aǊΦ {ǳǊŦŀŎŜǊ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƳŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ Ǝƻǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ 
the surface of the model yet. And sometimes it turns out that the plastic on eithŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŧƭŀǿ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŦƭǳǎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ 

Mr. Surfacer will fill the side that is lower. 
 

 
I removed excess putty with thinner but went too far and you can see the seam through the putty.  

 



 
So I painted on some Mr. Surfacer 500. 

 

 
I puttied the worst ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀƳ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŀƴŘƛƴƎΦ 

 



 
So I painted Mr. Surfacer over the whole area. It will cover up the scratches and blend the edges of the putty to the 

plastic. Sometimes I paint Mr. Surfacer 500 over putty just to make sure I get a nice feathered edge where the 
ǇǳǘǘȅκǎǳǊŦŀŎŜǊ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ŀŦǘŜǊ LΩǾŜ ǎŀƴŘŜŘ ƛǘ ŘƻǿƴΦ 

 

 
This piece only had minor flaws, so I only used Mr. Surfacer 500, and no putty. 

 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŜǾŜƴ ŀ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ όƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊƛŎŀƭύ ƎŀǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Ǉǳǘǘȅ ŀƴŘ aǊΦ {ǳǊŦŀŎŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ aǊΦ 5ƛǎǎƻƭǾŜŘ tǳǘǘȅΦ 
 



 
aǊΦ 5ƛǎǎƻƭǾŜŘ tǳǘǘȅΦ LΩƳ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƴŜǿ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘΦ 

 
 

 
It dries a translucent color and is relatively easy to sand. 

 



CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻŘŜƭǎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ID ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ Ƙƻƭƭƻǿ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƛƭƭŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎƻ ōƛƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ 
them with standard putty is hazardous to your model because if you put too much putty in one place at one time the 
solvent in the putty can melt the plastic. Plus putty shrinks a bit as it dries and more putty means more shrinkage. So 
instead fil large areas with Tamiya two-part epoxy putty. Or some other brand. Hobby stores will probably carry two or 
three brands of epoxy putty. You mix it in equal parts, put it in position like clay and then it hardens like plastic. 
 

 
This is Tamiya-brand Epoxy Putty. Milliput is another popular brand. 

 

 
The bottom of this ammo drum was completely hollow so I filled it with Epoxy Putty. ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ȅŜƭƭƻǿƛǎƘ ǎǘǳŦŦΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎǊŀȅ 

is some Mr.Surfacer I put on top of it. 
 



!ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ƻŦ ŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜŀƳ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳƻƴΧ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ƻƴΣ ƭŜǘ ƛǘ ŘǊȅ όƻǊ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŘǊȅύΣ ǎŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƻŦŦΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ 
sand almost all of it away, down to the level of the plastic and leave only the putty that sits within the crack. Surface 
ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƳƻŘŜƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ ǘǊƛŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƻƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
situation and try to reduce some of the time and effort involved. Bǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ 
everything with just the Tamiya Basic Putty and Mr. Surfacer 500. 
 

 
Glue took care of the rear of this gun with no Mr. Surfacer. The middle portion was uneven, so you see the Mr. Surfacer 

below the seam only. On the barrel you can see a fine line of Mr. Surfacer filling the gap in the seam. 
 

 
hƴ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǇŀǊǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǇŀŘǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ άŎƭƻǳŘέ ƻŦ Ǉǳǘǘȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀƳΦ The edges beyond 
ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀƳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎƻŦǘ όƻǊ άŦŜŀǘƘŜǊŜŘέύ ǿƘich indicates the putty is tapering off into the plastic and will look smooth 

under the next round of primer.  


